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in the Church, irrespective of their spiritual character, and in
favour, ultimately, of the self-governing powers of each separate
Christian society; but still, INFANTS were included, at least the
infants of Christian parents, and yet how could they be person-
ally conscious Christians? how could they aid in the government
of a Church ? what spiritual character had they to qualify them
for membership ? It was certain as to-morrow that a FOURTH
PEOTEST should come. The forces of the living Word, and of
their own faith inpelled them to oppose the inclusion of any
persons in the Church of Christ Jesus, excepting such as intelli-
gently and consciously received Him, and were possessed of His
Divine life. THAT FOURTH PROTEST WAS MADE BY THE ENGLISH
BAPTISTS, AND is THEIR HISTORICAL BOOT. To cite the language
of one of these, they reasoned thus: "The Separation must
either go back to England (i.e. the English Church), or forward
to true Baptism; all that shall in time to come separate from
England must separate from the Baptism of England; and if
they will not separate from the Baptism of England, there is no
reason why they should separate from England as from a false
Church." Eight as far as they went, yet the Separatists and
Independents did not go far enough to satisfy these root and
branch men. They had got firm grip' of a principle, and they
were willing to go with it wherever it might take them. They
were contending for eternal realities. The battle was not about
words, but spiritual facts. Christ Jesus was central to His
Church, and a living personal and conscious relation to Him was
the fundamental condition of fellowship in His societies. Personal
faith in, and personal subjection to, the Lord Jesus, is all and in
all. But faith is a conscious act. It requires intelligence. It
involves will. It is not possible to a babe; therefore bab^s have
no more right in the Church of the New Testament because they
are born in a Christian family, than Englishmen have perforce a
right in the Church because they are born in a Christian parish.
The principle which excludes the parishioner allows no place to
the babe. So they reasoned, so they felt and acted, and thus
English Baptists came into being as a vital and enduring product
of the great Protestant Reformation, and in fact advancing that
reform a stage further than it had before marched, but along its
own original lines of the pre-eminence of the Scriptures, and the
absolute necessity of a really personal godliness, it was a logical
and conclusive application of the governing rules and controll-
ing spirit of Puritanism, carrying, if we may mathematically
express it, Protestantism up to its fifth power, as a denial of
the right of men to substitute any merely external condi-
tions and accidental circumstances, for a living, sincere, and